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iluring the flnar"rcial year endrlrJ 3-r ll4ar*h 202;rt, this authorrty's irrt*rnal aucjitcr acting independently nnd *n the bas!s
nf an assessnte nt of nisk, carri*d out a serlectiv{} *si$€rs;sr-**ni of cnmpiiar"lce vvith the relevant proc*dures and controls
rn operatior and oblained applr:pri;lte evlcil*nc,:r !.rrnn th* ar.ttrrority.

The interneri r*uclit far 2A27.1?.3 hns l:een *arr:** *ui In ac**r,dan*e with thi* auih*rity's needs and planned frGverags.
On the basis *f the findings in tn,-" lrreas exarnri'r{,d, tlrr: inte,rn*l srrdil c*nciusinns ane surnmaris*d in thi* table. Set
*ut belovv ar* the objectrves of ir,te,rnal *ontroi arrd alc,nEsirlel are the Internal audit conciusi*ns *n vrhether, in all
signt{icant resp*cts, the contrnl c,bj :,:tiv*rs '/t'eri:} ireir)(} ar::hir:r,ed ti"rt"ou$hout tlie finaircial ,y*;*r l* a si;*ndard adequate
to meet the n*erls cf this auth*ri-y.

A. l\pprfipli,?t* ai:cor-,nting nec,:nls ra re ber:n proLer.y kc;nt tlrrQughout the financial yeai
E. Thrs autl:oirty con"lpli*d with i':: i nanrial !'eguiat or,$. pa)rry:ryil{$ wer* supporteci by lnvoices, all

expendi{r;r* \!'as fr,pprcvsd arril \lA - ,vas ap6iropriierterlv accr:ur:tcd f,lr.

G" Sialar!es t* ei::plo,rrees and ail;,rr,arrc,:s tci ril$rnl-lirr:] w6irtl ;rair irr accrtrdance with this authority s
apnrov;:is. iinC PAYI ard hlt ii*<1uit'erenls wsi"*, p upr:,rl,l upp:led.

N" I he autil*rily has c*rnplied with thr i,utrlit:irtron re,r;Ljii*fiter'li* i'or t02llZ2 AOAIt
fsere,4.G.,tl? trnge f Guidan:e r\irr{cs,,.

C" This autl^r*rriy assessed tFre siefl fic lrrt risF:i; t* a:;h *rrinrJ itr; oi:,jectives: and reviewe;d the ndequacy
ci arrant,anlentS t,l ntanag(r t: .): e

0" The prec*pi cir rates requirerr*r',{ l;s;ulteri froin an *d*,:l l'lat$ burdgetary proisss, pro51ress against
the biitlg*t *;;*s reguiarly m;;ni1.c,'er,t; arnd rs$srv,::s w6r{: rcrPriate

fl. [xp*ctr:i; ].-riome was iuily rer;ei're,j, bas*d nrr uorre*t pric.,,ln, proper'y reccrrJed *nei promptly
bankerJ: rlr-rr1 \iftf r,1.gg g ri3 : el !, ;r?scelLlrrt*d t'r:lt"

F. Fetty c;*i;h r:;;yments were prnl:urrl'1'l;upriorted [.rv -***,oru. ntl pretty *i*sh sxpendjture was *pproved
a rd VAI ;:: 1i J:r,::p ri;rtei y {i ccc u rrte i J fr)r.

H. Asset ar:d ::vesinrents regist*rs: wilr* co arrrJ *,;cur;:tr: and prcperly maint;*ined

l. Periuuic i::iink ac;c,runt reconcilratir:n,i wcre properl the yeai.

J" l\ccauntitli;stntementsprep;err,rtl ,lurirrgth*y€rlrri/tlr'eprr*1:ar*r-i rnth*i;slrrectee,:cuntingb*sis(receipts
an,C payi't*ni:; 0r incorne anti expei',Citure,), agrer.:d ls th* si]$h ficak, sup**rterl hy an aciecuate eudit
trail irr:rn r:rrrl*rlying rr*cilrds and wf .ere ai:prapriiltu r,{uLrrrs $l{l cre{lit,}rs wor$ prol:erly recorded

K. lf the auiliciitt certified itsel[;,ll ,:xr:rr:pt {r"*irr ;r lirrilerd it$si-tr;}"]oe revlew'in 20!l1li1?, rt met tlrel
exempiir:,n r:riieria &nd fiorrr:cll'r Jr:,:larea its*il r:xrnipt. ilf lhe: autharity ha* a lrniledassilranfe
review ci' itt: 2*21t'22,q6,4,q lr';k 'hr)l )ove re$

L. l"heautlttitypui:rlish*ritherct;iL,ire:il inforrratrolora,llr:b*it*rv,rebpageuiltildfiklatthetimeof the
it:ternal iit.ir,:ril in nc;cclrdi.rfice, u;ilh tire lelevant ler;istilticil

ful. ltr the y*rr ;*verecl by this,t(i,Ait, :ie aLrihoriiy r:crrectl\r pt'r:vicied ior a perlod fcr the exercise af
puolic r!gtrtil i*. rerluired by the,/,cr cunts airri Ai;dil fle11r.rl;tticls {riuring the 2t)22^23 AG,4R period,
vse re pt.i*iit:; rlii;:f115,1, relatia* lo tn* 2C21-1l2,4G,tiF'€,,;rijerflr;*rt by rs nt-ttice i]* llre yre,!sile andlar
a u,fu r:rlfy ;.t {ri-'rD vsrl ffi ttr"iuf es c o |t f i rr; i il g th r,, da f e'.. s j li.

D;ate(s) internlri ;euriil un$r:riaise rr

carr ieli c ,.it duri

$ignalure *i trlrsnn rruhc

rarrii:d cr.:t t|e i nt*rneil euci it

Name of person who carried sut ths internal audit
B e_,^* red). .,. .844(..-q|..,.+-tr{ } f

i. \,T,. g 6-,4 ., ui > *...

0. (For local epuncils only)
inE chari'iaLrle r * "lhe coumr:;il nrr:t it:l r*si:clsibilitie* as n trustet:T rust furr#*
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022123

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statemenls for the year ended 31 lt/arch 2023, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

It /0q {zezl
and recorded as minute reference:

+ta'3

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk r:f the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk

We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

{
during the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to
inspect and ask questlons about this authority's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of thls sm aller authority.

7, We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

dlsc/osed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accounlability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022123 for

1. Balances brought
forward 39,401 23,643

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 24,842 26,434

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts
7,766 10,051

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

10,188 11,032

Tota! expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/aries and wages.
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments

38,1 78 15,068
Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess slaff cosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
foruvard 23,643

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

pll figures to nearest tl. Do not leave any
t0 balances. Ail mustor Nitrepoft figures

records.financialagree lQ

boxes

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 23,643

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short brm investments held as at 31 llarch -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

48,042 48,042
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investmenfs as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0

The outstanding capital balance as aI 37 lvlarch of all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as so/e trustee and
ls responsib/e for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date t t lt,S iZuz<

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

&-56 Lr

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 3
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022123

ln respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as ar;ditors to complete a limited assurance rcview is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitub an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assutztnce that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Seclions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance NoE 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - https://www.nao.org.uUcodeaudit-
practice/gu idance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper P ractices which :

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance o inion 2422123

matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the atte ntion ofthe authority:

3 External auditor certificate 2022123
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Ac|2014, for the year ended 31

March 2023.

External Auditor Name

and Accountability Return (AGAR),
no other matters have come to our

in our opinion the information in
attention giving cause for concern

the

External Auditor Signature Date
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regulatory requirements have been met.


